
Syllabus ASTRONOMY 1020 Spring 2014 9:30-10:45 Tue, Thurs 

Shaw Office 235 Office hours: please e-mail for an appointment 
Text: Bennett et al.  The Cosmic Perspective: Stars, Galaxies & Cosmology: 7th Edition 
Course e-mail: astr1020@physast.uga.edu               my  e-mail: 
jss@physast.uga.edu              my  homepage: www.physast.uga.edu/~jss 

Classroom Discussion 

Every day you will be expected to answer questions in the classroom. The questions 
will be based on a list of questions that are linked from the chapter outlines. Some of 
these questions are identical to or are close versions of questions at the end of the 
chapters in the book.   During class you will be ask to submit written answers to 
questions relevant to the material discussed that day. The total of the submitted daily 
questions will count as 50% of your grade. Over the term you may miss 4 days with no 
penalty.  If you have a long-term illness that causes you to miss more, you may get a 
signed, written excuse to make some of them up. 

 You need to read the text and the outside material before coming to class to answer 
questions posed in class.  You will be asked questions in class!  Oral answers may 
substitute for written answers or receive extra credit. More on how to prepare is found 
here. 

If you have trouble understanding the material, you should get help from me, from 
others in the class or from somewhere else. If you fall behind, spend the time to catch 
up. 

Below are listed the chapters covered in the course. Tests will be essay and will be 
closely based on the questions asked in class and assigned. Notice that you have two 
chances to show your mastery of the material: once in class and once on a test. In-class 
response will be 50% of your grade; your test average will be 50%. 

Grades will be assigned according to 93-A, 90-A-, 87-B+, 83-B, 80-B-, 77-C+, 73-C, 70-
C-, 60-D. Note: a 93.0 is an A, a 92.9 is an A-. 

We will try to stay fairly close to the following schedule.  Spring break is March 10 - 14 

INTRO Jan 7  S2 25 
Ch 1 9  S3 27 
Ch 4 14, 16  S4 Mar 4 
Ch 5 21  Ch 18 6, 18 
Ch 14 23  Ch 19 20, 25 
Ch 15 Jan 28, Feb 4 

[No class Jan 30] 
 Ch 20 27 

Ch 16 Feb 6,11  Ch 21 Apr 1 
Ch 17 Feb 13  Ch 22 3 
   Ch 23 8 
   Ch 24 10,15 
Open 18  Open  17 
Test 1 Ch 1, 4-5, 14-17 20  Test 2 Ch 19-23 Apr 22 



Tests will be taken directly from the questions posted or asked in class on the material in 
the text. There will be three tests given. The third is a replacement test given at the time 
of the assigned final:   Thursday, May 1, 8am. The review for that test will be April 24 
during class.  Only your two best tests are counted toward your test grade. The third test 
may act as a make-up for a missed test. 

MISCELLANEOUS POLICIES 

See FAQ for more information. If you ask a particularly good question it might end up in 
the FAQ (anonymously). 

MISCELLANEOUS POLICIES 

Tests  
Be on time!  You may not take the test after any other student who has seen the test has 
left the room.  

Incompletes 
Incompletes are assigned only if you cannot complete the course work because of illness 
or other valid excuse. In order to receive an incomplete we must come to a WRITTEN 
agreement on what is necessary to remove the incomplete. If you have taken three tests, 
you have completed the course. 

Honesty 
Please read University of Georgia policy on academic honesty, described in A Culture of 
Honesty. I take issues of academic honesty very seriously. If you cheat on the any of the exams, 
expect to fail the course, or worse.  


