
It�s a �Swiss Army Knife� major.  A 
physics major isn�t only for future physi-
cists.  A degree in physics prepares you for 
a career in a huge range of �elds, such as 
computer science, environmental engi-
neering, nuclear medicine, patent law, 
�nancial modeling, and tech consulting, 
to name just a few.

Want to be a teacher? There is a national 
shortage of middle- and high-school phys-
ics and physical science teachers.  A degree in 
physics is the perfect launching pad for a career 
in teaching here in the Peach State, or any-
where!

The physics reputation.  Physics majors 
have a reputation for being smart, working 
hard, and being able to solve complex, real-
world problems.  That�s quite a �rst impression!

Research Spotlight:  Ultra-cold atomic gases
The attraction between two refrigerator magnets is simple to observe, but the details of 

the theory of magnetism continue to confound and surprise. In his Ultra-cold Atoms Group, 

Assistant Professor Chad Fertig studies magnetism 

by using lasers to cool atoms to one millionth of a 

degree above absolute zero, 

then hold them in crystal-like 

patterns.  Dr. Fertig�s work 

garnered a prestigious PECASE 

award in 2007.

Research Spotlight:  Extra-solar planets
How common is life in the universe? A direct imaging detection of extra-solar planets is the 

�rst step towards an answer. In November 2008, the �rst image of an extra-solar planetary 

system was captured by Assistant Professor Inseok 

Song and team members at the Gemini/Keck ob-

servatory.  In the coming years, 

Dr. Song  will study this planet 

using high-resolution optical 

spectroscopy, investigating its 

potential to support life.

It�s exciting!  Physicists and astronomers 
study everything from the structure of the 
nucleus to the big bang, from supercon-
ductors to special relativity.  UGA is at the 
cutting edge of harnessing hydrogen for 
sustainable energy, revolutionizing comput-
ing using quantum mechanics, and discov-
ering distant planets.

It�s rewarding!  
According to a recent report by the American 
Institute of Physics, most physics majors say they 
chose it for sheer enjoyment, and 86% of alumni 
say they would do it again.  Also, physics majors 
earn the highest straight-out-of college starting 
salary of all majors in the Franklin College.

Low majors-to-faculty ratio. With a ma-
jors- to-faculty ratio of 2:1, you will get more per-
sonalized attention than in a department with 
hundreds or thousands of majors.

Why Major in Physics?

Undergrad Amanda Brouillette in front 
of a photoelectron spectrometer in As-
sistant Professor Susanne Ullrich�s lab. 

State-of-the-art ultrafast laser facility in As-
sistant Professor Susanne Ullrich�s lab. 


